[Hypoplasia of the intrahepatic biliary tract in premature infants].
Neonatal cholestatic disturbances are frequent in premature neonates. An important role in the group of causes which may induce cholestasis is that of hypoplasia of the intrahepatic biliary pathways. Ten cases are described, of prematurely born infants with hypoplasia of the intrahepatic biliary pathways. The children had 980-1,900 g at birth. The diagnosis was made on the basis of the clinical picture, of conjugated hyperbilirubinemia, and of the necropsy findings in 7 of the cases. The incidence and the lethality were high in very small premature infants, in whom compensation responses of the hepatic tissue are rather a particular case. In all the cases the authors noted the presence of malabsorption syndromes, of atrophic enteritis, and a defect in the growth rate.